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� Why do we need this building project? 

 Since the district's last major building project in 1995, much has changed in education and in society. In 
NYS a Regents-level track is now expected of all students, not just some, and employers and colleges 
expect students to leave high school with the skills needed to excel in a global economy. More students are 
taking more rigorous courses, and more students need extra support in order to succeed, placing demands 
on school buildings for flexible spaces for smaller-group support services. With Williamson teachers and 
students already using every available space, there is nowhere left to go. 
 

� How much will it cost me? 
The cost to local taxpayers is $2.4 million. Although the total price of the building project is $10.8 million, 
New York State will reimburse the district 83% of allowable expenses.  The average cost of this project 
paid through local tax dollars is $45.00 annually.  Translating this to tax rates, the tax increase from the 
project would come in the 06-07 school year.  On a house assessed at $100,000 the tax rate increase for the 
2006-07 school year would be $29.00. After that there will be no tax rate increases from this project 
because debt from previous projects will have been paid and the debt from this project will replace it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Why is the cost of this building project more than previous ones? 
The District has come to voters with four building projects in the last 13 years.  The total of these projects 
was 11.1 million.  It included a project in the Elementary School in 1991, one in the Middle School in 
1993, one in the High School in 1995 and a district-wide technology project in 2001. This is very close in 
cost to the amount of the project we are now proposing (10.8 million).  We have chosen to renovate all 
sites rather than one at a time as we have done in the past, so we can maximize the increased state aid.  Our 
current reimbursement rate of 83% could very possibly decrease in the future.  

In addition, the proposal calls for investing  over $7 million in infrastructure improvements, far more than 
in previous building projects, simply because many of the district's systems (such as wiring, roofs, boilers, 
etc.) are wearing out and are becoming too costly to repair. Replacing these systems before they fail with 
newer, more efficient technologies should ultimately help to keep the district's annual maintenance budget 
in check. 
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� 
Isn't state aid just my tax dollars too?  
Yes, it is. Those tax dollars will be collected from residents whether this proposal is approved or not. If it 
is approved, however, some of those tax dollars will be spent on schools in our own community, and not 
just in other communities.   

 

� 
 
What happens if it doesn't pass? 
When this question is asked, many times the real question is, “If this is voted down, does that mean the 
District will come back with a less expensive proposal?”  

It is quite possible that, should voters reject the current proposal, the district would return with a proposal 
that omits some projects in order to bring the price down. But in most cases this would only result in 
postponing work that ultimately needs to be done. Very likely the District would have to come back to 
voters in the future to take care of these items at higher construction prices and probably with less state 
reimbursement. 

It’s also important to note that taking a very conservative approach to bond issues – keeping the price 
down – is what the District has always tried to do for the community. 

 

� Why does the proposal include $7.4 million for renovations? 
All along the district has performed regular maintenance on all of its buildings. That’s one of the reasons 
why, despite their age, they remain structurally sound. However, the systems in these buildings – wiring, 
ventilation, etc. – are wearing out and becoming too costly to repair. This proposal calls for $7.4 million in 
infrastructure improvements, far more than in previous building projects, in order to protect the investment 
the community has made in these buildings.  

 

� 
Did the district wait too long to propose this building project? 
By 2002, the Board of Education was aware of the fact that it was facing some major renovation work 
which could not be dealt with through the local budget and began talking about it at the Building and 
Grounds Committee meetings.  After each meeting a report was made to the full board during their 
regularly scheduled meetings. Over the last two years, this committee has been compiling a list of needed 
major repairs.  Since the Williamson Town Hall was voted on in 2001 it was decided that a major 
renovation project would have to wait so that the tax burden would not overwhelm local taxpayers.  Once 
the state budget was passed this August, the Board of Education decided to move forward this fall in order 
to maximize the building aid of 83% which had not been changed by the Albany lawmakers. 

 
� How much of this project deals with issues that address health/safety and 

the preservation of our buildings? 
Of the 7.2 million in renovations, 6.9 million deals with either health/safety and/or preservation of our 
buildings.  If we were to do this out of our local budget, 100% of that burden would have to come from the 
local taxpayers.  The local share of the entire proposed project is actually much less than this, 2.4 million.  
It is felt that this project is a fiscally prudent move to lessen the tax burden to our taxpayers while 
preserving the investment we have made in our buildings.\ 
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� 

 
Isn’t the all weather track something we can do without? 
Some people might look at this as a frill while others see it as maintenance of the track that we have.  The 
track that we have is unable to be used for sectionals and invitational meets.  If an all-weather track were 
to be built, we could host events such as these.  This would bring revenue into the district through 
admission sales and could also bring additional revenue into the town in the form of food and retail sales.  
We would be able to handle the additional parking that would be needed by working in a partnership with 
the town and using parking spaces at the Town Park for these larger meets.  By upgrading to this type of 
track we would be able to use our track in the wet weather, something that we are not able to do presently.  
Last spring, one hundred and twelve students participated in track.  This is in addition to the community 
members who use it as part of their physical fitness routine.  We would continue to offer the community 
use of the track even though it would be fenced to prevent vandalism. 
 

� How can I learn more about the proposed building project? 
More detailed information will be mailed to all district residents in early November prior to a vote. 
Information on this proposed project can also be found on our web site (www.williamsoncentral.org). 
Community members who are interested may also visit any of our schools or the district office to view 
displays and floor plans of the renovations and construction projects proposed for all buildings at the 
beginning of October.  Around that time, displays will also be placed in other community sites.  Most 
importantly, presentations about the proposed building project will be scheduled throughout the rest of 
October and November after the Board makes it decision on October 13th.  Any community groups 
interested in hosting a presentation should call the District Office at 589-9661.  You can also call this 
number if you do not have internet access and would like to have detailed information on the proposed 
project mailed to you. 

 


